The Jane Austen Summer Program Announces Entries Are Open for the 2019
PlayMakers-JASP Student Essay Contest
The Jane Austen Summer Program is pleased to announce its second-annual PlayMakers-Jane
Austen Summer Program essay contest, co-sponsored by the Jane Austen Summer Program and
PlayMakers Repertory Theater. Open to any student enrolled in Grades 6-12 who has seen the
PlayMakers performance of Life of Galileo, this contest seeks to combine both theater and
writing by challenging students to write a short essay on the play.
Entries for the JASP-PlayMakers essay contest are now open. To enter, students should write a
250-500 word essay regarding the PlayMakers performance of Life of Galileo. Students can
choose to write on one of the two prompts listed below.
1. Life of Galileo is a fictional portrayal of one man’s life. Through this play, biographies,
and movies, Galileo lives on, and audiences today can learn more about him. Writing
about the life of another person is a large responsibility, as the writer can determine the
subject’s reputation for years to come. Research Galileo’s life to find one element of his
biography that is different from how the play portrays it. Describe the difference, and
then consider why Bertolt Brecht made this change for the play. (Hint: Virginia’s life was
very different!)
2. Throughout Life of Galileo, Galileo has alternatively loving and tense relationships with
Andrea and his daughter Virginia. What do these relationships tell us about Galileo as a
father and a teacher? Why does Galileo’s identity as a mentor matter so much to him?
Contest winners will be announced in April. The first-place winner will have the chance to
receive free admission to the Jane Austen Summer Program “Pride and Prejudice &
 Its
Afterlives,” which will take place from June 20-23 in Chapel Hill and Carrboro, N.C. Winning
students will also receive two tickets to any PlayMakers performance in the 2018-19 season.
Entries for the essay contest will begin being accepted now through April 1, 2019, and should be
sent to prc.sm.essay@gmail.com. The top of the essay entry should include the student’s name,
grade, age, school name, date the student attended the play, title of the essay, as well as whether
or not the student can attend JASP if selected as the first-place winner.
Playmakers Repertory company’s Life of Galileo, by Bertolt Brecht and adapted by Joseph
Discher, runs Feb. 27-March 17 at the Joan H Gillings Center for Dramatic Art
120 Country Club Rd., Chapel Hill, N.C. For information, visit playmakersrep.org/show/galileo.

The Jane Austen Summer Program is an annual, award-winning 4-day symposium for all Austen
readers. For information about this year’s program, please visit www.janeaustensummer.org.
For any additional questions about the PlayMakers-Jane Austen Summer Program essay contest,
please reach out to Emily Sferra at easferra@live.unc.edu.

